
 

 

For the Week Of: April 12th  
 

Easter Sunday 
This weekend Pastor Aaron brought an inspiring Easter message.  A 
Resurrection Sunday message to set the table as he starts a new series 
entitled: “World Gone Wild…Living out Grace and Peace.” The Good 
News of the Resurrection of Jesus amid a world gone wild is that it offers 
us a new kind of life and fills us with a living hope. 

 
Community Prayer: 
Heavenly Father, as we celebrate Resurrection Day this year we are met 
with a global challenge unlike many of us have ever seen, but we are 
encouraged to know you are able to bring calm in the middle of chaos, 
and peace in the middle of our storm. We thank you for what you have 
done for us in the past, what you are doing for us right now, and what 
you have in store for us in the future. Open our minds and hearts to 
hear, understand, and apply your Word to our lives this day; in Jesus’ 
name, Amen. 
 
Opening Questions 
 
1. Talk about the highs and lows you have experienced during this 

"shelter at home" season.  Which state are you in now, a high or a 
low.  What has you there? 
 

Series in action: Last week’s study 
Last weekend Pastor Jeff shared a message on Jesus' Triumphal Entry 
into Jerusalem (Palm Sunday). The theme was: “Who we believe Jesus to 
be will either cause us to deny ourselves and follow Him, or to crucify 
Him.”  
 
Peter struggles like many of us…presuming on God! 

• We want God to do the following: 
o Make my life comfortable 
o Make sure I don’t get sick 
o Make sure I have enough TP 
o Make sure all my plans work out the way I dreamed. 

• God doesn’t promise us any of that…He simply creates an 
invitation: Follow me no matter the circumstances. 

 
 



 

 

EXPLORATION 
Read the passages below…what can you learn about what it means to 
follow Jesus from these passages? (Have someone read from their Bible) 
 
The Apostle Peter had a life of many ups and downs: 

• He was a fisherman who immediately followed Jesus along with 
his brother Andrew to become fishers of men. 

• He recognized Jesus as the Messiah; and then rebuked Jesus a 
few verses later. 

• He wanted to build three temples on the Mount of 
Transfiguration; because he didn’t know what to say. 

• He went to sleep in the Garden of Gethsemane when he was 
instructed to watch and pray. 

• He denied Jesus three times. 
 

In spite of all this, Jesus still loved Peter, had a plan for his life, and gave 
him hope!  
1 Peter 1: 1-2 

1. Read this passage and circle or highlight the words that standout 
to you.  Talk through what you circled and share why it is 
meaningful to you. 
 

Christians are exiles, strangers, pilgrims, even aliens in this world. If you 
are a Christian and you keep trying to fit in…you have to ask yourself why? 
Is that really even a true mark of being a follower of Jesus? 
1 Peter 1: 3 

1. The Resurrection Is a "game changer".  Talk about God's "great 
mercy" and how it is found through the resurrection…think John 
3:16.  

2. How would you explain your “New Birth” to a non-believer? (2 
Corinthians 5:17)…don't be afraid to share with your group, 
because every time you tell your story, It gets better and better. 

 
In Christ we have a living hope; no matter what our circumstances might 
be; it does not diminish the living hope we have in Jesus. 
1 Peter 1: 4-5 

1. How are you encouraged by knowing that you have an inheritance 
that can never perish, spoil, or fade? 

2. What does It mean to be part of God's family?  MAKE IT 
PERSONAL. 

 



 

 

1 Peter 1: 6 
1. Suffering and persecution are a strange gift; however, life's 

hardships deepen our faith and make It more genuine.  How do 
you rejoice in the middle of suffering? 

 
THE TAKEAWAY 
To know God's mercies, and to know you have a Living Hope, is to know 
that your relationship with God is: 

• Imperishable=not like a flower that withers away. 
• Incorruptible=it doesn’t decay, it doesn’t rust, doesn’t fade. 
• Incongruent=with who we are, we don’t deserve it. 

 
Our inheritance is kept in heaven for us and shielded by God’s power. 
 
Suffering and persecution are a strange gift; Life’s hardships deepen our 
faith and make it more genuine. 
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